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operated by small, independent miners (cles petits miners')
the Societe le Nickel really controls the entire output of
the colony,t in agreement with the International Nickel
Corporation.
Nickel ore contains only 3% to 4?% nickel, and therefore
unless it can be smelted on the spot, and pure nickel exported,
freight charges would make its export out of the question.
The Societe le Nickel owns the only smelting works operating
in the colony, so that the 'petits miniers' either have to
pay to have their ore treated at the nickel company's plant
or sell their ore directly to the company. As the price for
treating the ore is made so high that the independent miners
could not compete with the nickel company, the latter has
an effective monopoly, and by agreement with International
Nickel Corporation, the New Caledonian output—and world
prices—are controlled.
In connection with nickel mines, it is interesting to note
that before the last war—from 1912-1914—the great
German industrial concern of Krupps operated nickel mines
between Boulouparis and Thio, just north of Noumea.
When war broke out the mine was seized by the government
and auctioned—and bought by the Societe le Nickel, in
which Krupps held shares. Actually while the last war was
in progress, ships were regularly engaged carrying cargoes
of New Caledonian nickel to Krupps, with the knowledge of
the French authorities.
From 1935 onwards, the Germans again became interested
in New Caledonian nickel. A buyer from Krupps was
stationed almost permanently on the island, buying con-
cessions, arranging for their exploitation, buying ore from
the 'petit miners,' paying to have it smelted and sent back
to Germany. When I was in, the island a few months before
war broke out in 1939, a Greek steamer loaded to the brim
with smelted nickel for Germany ran aground on the grand
reef, and at least a few thousand tons of New Caledonian
nickel never reached the German armament industries.
Kone and Voh, the two villages we had just passed
through, are two of the most important nickel producing

